Reading Comprehension
Grade 4

Table of Contents

Sports Favorites Reptile or Amphibian?

(Topic sentences) . ............... I (Comparing and Contrasting) . ... .. 12
Great White Sharks Riders of the West

(Main idea and details) ........... 2 (Making inferences) ............. 13
An Ancient Event The Truth About Mummies

(Reading for details) . ............. 3 (Fact/Opinion) ................. 14
A Mysterious Disappearance Floating Markets

(Newspaper articles) . ............ 4 (Context clues) ................ |5
The Lemonade Stand Creatures from the Past

(Character traits) . ............... 5 (Summarizing) . ............. ... 6
After School Story Inventions That Changed Our Lives

(Character analysis) .............. 6 (Cause/Effect) ................ 17
It’s a Problem! The Babysitter

(Identifying problems) ... .......... 7 (Cause/Effect) ................. 18
What Do | Do Now? Mystery Stories

(Problem/Solution) . .............. 8 (Drawing conclusions) . .. ......... 19
The Young Colt The Case of the Missing Necklace

(Plot/Setting) . .................. 9 (Drawing conclusions) . ........... 20
The Canoe Trip Learning Extenders

(Making predictions) ............ 10 (Related Teaching Ideas) . . .. . .. 21-22
Cartoon Time

(Sequence) ................... I AnswerKey ................ 23-24
© 0 0000000000000 060600060606O0COCOCOCOSOOIOT

TN-3109 Reading Comprehension, Grade 4
ISBN [-58857-036-3 All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2000 TeachNow.com
PO.Box 57037 Number 448 Irvine, CA 92619-2619

NOTICE: The teacher may reproduce copies of materials in this book for his or her own classroom use
only. The reproduction of any part of these materials for any other person or organization, including
but not limited to an entire school or school system, is strictly prohibited. Except as stated above, no
part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without prior written authorization from the publisher. For permission information or questions,
please contact us by e-mail: rights@TeachNow.com. For all other information, please visit our website:
TeachNow.com.



Name

Topic sentences

Sports Favorites

A topic sentence tells you the main idea of a paragraph.

Read each paragraph below. Choose the letter of the best topic sentence.

1.

Actually, bat and ball games
have been played since ancient
times. The English still play a game
called cricket, which is a lot like
baseball. Americans have played
baseball-type games since the 1800s,
when such games were called
rounders or town ball. An official set
of rules for baseball was not written
until 1845.

_______Allyou need is a rectangular
field and a ball. The object is to
move the ball down the field and
through the opponents’ goal without
using your hands. Players wear
shorts, shin guards, numbered
shirts, and shoes with cleats. The
goalkeeper is the only player who
can touch the ball with his or hands.

A.

Baseball is America’s national
pastime.

Many baseball players start out in
the minor leagues.

. Many people think that baseball was

the first bat and ball game.

e

. Soccer is a fast-moving game that

requires little equipment.

. Pelé is probably the most famous

soccer player in the world.

. Women’s soccer has become as

popular as men’s soccer.

Be Creative! Write a topic sentence for the following paragraph.

To stay in top shape for a game, many athletes work out. They get exercise by

working out with weights. Some athletes run, while others ride bikes. This helps

strengthen their hearts. It is also important to eat properly to stay in great shape.
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Name

Main idea and details

Great White Sharks

Details support the main idea of a paragraph.

Read the paragraph. Write the main idea in the large oval below. Write four details
that support the main idea in the smaller ovals.

Ever since the movie Jaws, people
have been afraid to go in the water,
fearing attack by great white sharks.
These sharks, however, do not
normally prey on humans. Although
they are known as Kkillers, great whites
usually eat dolphins, seals, other
sharks, and sometimes small whales.
Great white sharks like to surprise their
prey. If a great white shark knows you
see it, it will probably go away. If a
great white shark does bite a human, it
usually backs off. Scientists believe that
the shark realizes that humans are not
its natural prey. The shark knows it has
made a mistake and does not return for
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another bite! Many people think that
these sharks like to attack small boats.
This is not so. When sharks detect
movement, they simply like to check
out what is going on in their territory.
So, the next time you go for a swim in
the ocean, remember that a great white
shark is not really interested in having
you for lunch!
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